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State Conference Photo Rewind 
Special thanks to photographer, Eric McDuffie 
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Editor's Note 

As winter is coming to an end 
and the daffodils start peaking 
through the soil, we can look 
back on a fantastic winter 
season and an epic state 
conference. Membership 
Appreciation Day (MAD) is fast 
approaching. Bill Ross will 
once again bring his talents to 
Georgia. We hope to see all of 
you there.  As always, if there is 
anything you'd like to see in 
the upcoming newsletter 
please don't hesitate to 
contact me. I'd love your article 
ideas for the next edition of 
FACES.  

Your editor, 

✦ Adrianne Clegg, CI/CT, SC:L 

Upcoming Events 

• April 14-15, 2018: MAD 
Weekend, Kennesaw State 
University, Marietta Campus 

• April 21, 2018: Interpreters 
in the Black Deaf 
Community, Decatur GA 

• July 18-20, 2018: Region 2 
Conference, Gulfport MS 

GA RID FACES 
State Conference in Pictures | STEM: Dual Perspectives  
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Interpreting K-12 in STEM Settings Workshop, Presented by Chris Kurz PhD.  
Deaf and Hearing Perspective  

Deaf Perspective:

Nancy Kelly Jones 
Near-native Atlantan, School experiences include 9 years at the Atlanta Speech school, four years in public 
school with no support services and finally, graduation from a Deaf school (learned signs for the first time at 
age 17; met her first Deaf adult during her senior year in hs!) BA and MA from Gallaudet University 15 years 
at Atlanta Area School for the Deaf 25 years at Illinois School for the Deaf Currently rewired as an ASL/
English bilingual mentor at AASD Sign coach for Sign1News GA PINES Deaf mentor Sorenson DI " 

Click link below to view vlog 

https://youtu.be/jaOuQHk5kkk
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https://youtu.be/jaOuQHk5kkk
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Video content outline:

Introduction:  NKJ, 40 years in the field, RSC and now DI (working on the C part)

Teacher – ask students what they remember from previous lessons – powerful assessment tool

Asking myself what I remember from Chris’s presentation (two months later!)

First of all, where was he when I grew up in school?! Struggles with math and science until I had 
a Deaf teacher during my senior year --- paaahhh!!!

1.  difference between bacteria and virus!

2.  using the same sign (i.e. circle) at 3rd grade and also, 10th grade geometry?!  (message:  use 
Academic ASL and social ASL)

3.  Students are being exposed to ASL via L2 users!  Deaf Community role?

Other highlights – touch up on various STEM topics such as fractions, the planet system, 
discussing difficult or uncomfortable topics with tact (i.e. doing homework beforehand, check 
with resources online or others in the community, attending events in the Deaf community 
(where were you guys the other day at the Hedy/Heidi movie?).

 

My wish list?  More of Chris!  More Deaf participants – helpful for the interpreters (examples: 
IPhone and also thank you/welcome!)
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Hearing Perspective

Rosalyn Livsey, CI 

Rosalyn Livsey was taught sign language by the Deaf community when she was a teenager. Although just 
wanting to learn the language to mingle with her new friends, she later decided to become an Interpreter. 
 Rosalyn has an AS in Interpreting and BS in Criminal Justice.  She received her Certification in Interpreting in 
2009.  Her goals are to continue to improve her craft and go on to become a legal interpreter.   

 STEM and the Future of Interpreting 

I have recently been watching videos about interpreting music for the Deaf community. 
 The days of “just” interpreting the words are soon to be a thing of the past.  Conveying 
the tempo, the bass and the melody are now being introduced, and, oh yeah, don’t forget 
the lyrics.  So, what’s my point?  The way we interpret is changing.  I came to this 
realization after I attended a workshop presented by Christopher A.N. Kurz, Ph.D.   

His workshop was titled, “Interpreting in K-12 Setting Series: STEM Concepts”.  STEM 
stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Math.  Classrooms are now equipped 
with advanced technology to assist students in learning.  This puts STEM schools at a 
greater advantage than non-STEM schools. The question is, are our Deaf students able to 
take advantage of the technology offered? 

Here is a quick example, like the one Chris gave during his workshop.  The teacher says, 
“We are studying the eye today,” and a 3D model of the eye is projected in the air.  It 
rotates so that the students can see the various parts.  The teacher continues the lecture, 
“the front part of the eye actually creates an upside-down image on the retina because it is 
curved.”  The students locate the area being spoken of as the teacher continues talking 
without pausing.  The students in this class are benefiting from the STEM technology in 
their classroom.  Are all the students benefiting?  No, not the Deaf student.  He is looking 
at the interpreter while the teacher is talking; he doesn’t have the opportunity to look at 
the 3D model during the lecture.  Sure, he may have a picture in his textbook, but is that 
equivalent to what the other students are experiencing? 
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Well, what does any of this have to do with “us” as the interpreters?  In this scenario, are 
we continuing to interpret just using the sign for the word ‘eye’?  To do so would be a 
disservice to our students. Chris recommended that we “get familiar” with the technology 
and use signs that convey what the other students are experiencing.  He showed us how 
to interpret the above example and it blew me away!  He didn’t use any new or 
complicated signs, but when he was finished I felt like the 3D model was right there in 
front of me, this does raise a slight problem…access. In theory, obtaining the information 
ahead of time works, but, it’s not that easy. Sometimes, teachers do not want to share with 
interpreters, or they may stray from their lesson plans.  Some interpreters do not have time 
in their day to familiarize themselves with the material that will be taught and/or the 
technology.  What then?  When we returned from lunch, that question was asked.  Our 
presenter understood, and he empathized; however, all in all, he told us to do the best we 
can. 

The best we can without making up initialized signs for science words that don’t have a 
sign or may not know the sign for.  That, Chris shared, hurts our Deaf students.  These 
‘signs’ do not prepare them for the real world and when they go off to college, they are at 
a disadvantage.  With that being said, he began to focus on the linguistic part of the 
workshop. I am not going to expand on this; however, all I can say is I had a deeper 
appreciation for ASL after experiencing to Chris’ workshop. 

I truly enjoyed this workshop and I was disappointed by the number of educational 
interpreters who were not there to benefit it.  He gave us many resources to assist us with 
the job we do.  The ASL STEM Forum is a great resource, but it’s still a work in progress. 
The Forum can find on the web, you can learn from it and add to it as well.  Using all the 
tools we have in our toolbox, we can change our interpreting process for the better and 
more clearly articulate complex materials for the Deaf community. 
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