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            From Your Board of Directors...
GAD	  Conference  
Board	  members	  Erin	  Salmon,	  LaVerne	  
Lowe,	  Jeffrey	  Bigger,	  and	  Amy	  Peterson	  
represented	  GaRID	  at	  the	  Georgia	  
AssociaBon	  of	  the	  Deaf	  Conference	  
(GAD)	  June	  17-‐21	  at	  Jekyll	  Island,	  
Georgia	  where	  a	  Memorandum	  of	  
Understanding	  (MOU)	  was	  signed	  by	  
the	  presidents	  of	  GAD	  and	  GaRID.  
 
RID	  Conference  
Board	  members,	  Erin	  Salmon,	  Donna	  
Davis	  and	  Donna	  Flanders	  were	  among	  
the	  many	  Georgia	  faces	  seen	  in	  and	  
around	  New	  Orleans	  during	  the	  RID	  
Conference	  in	  August.	  	  At	  the	  closing	  
ceremony,	  Erin	  Salmon	  was	  honored	  to	  
receive	  the	  RID	  Silver	  Scribe	  Award	  
from	  Steve	  Phan.	  	  The	  Board	  thanks	  
Holly	  Jackson	  for	  her	  ongoing	  
commitment	  to	  creaBng	  a	  quality	  
quarterly	  publicaBon.	  Another	  Georgia	  

award	  recipient	  was	  Frank	  Lala,	  GAD	  
President,	  who	  received	  the	  RID	  Marie	  
J.	  Philip	  Award.	  	  There	  was	  also	  an	  
award	  presented	  in	  Diane	  Fowler’s	  
name	  –	  the	  Diane	  Fowler	  DisBnguished	  
Legal	  Interpreter	  Award	  presented	  to	  
Carla	  Mathers.	    
 
Mentorship	  Program  
A	  3-‐month	  session	  of	  the	  GaRID	  
Mentorship	  program	  has	  just	  go[en	  
underway.	  	  Thank	  you,	  Jon	  Shive,	  for	  
working	  to	  provide	  this	  special	  session	  
in	  response	  to	  RID’s	  moratorium	  on	  
cerBficaBon	  tesBng. 
 
GaRID	  Conference	    
Great	  news!	  	  Unicoi	  Lodge	  has	  offered	  
to	  conBnue	  to	  provide	  general	  
remaining	  rooms	  to	  conference	  
a[endees	  at	  the	  contracted	  rate	  of	  
$149/night.	  	  Reserve	  today	  by	  calling	  

1-‐800-‐573-‐9659.	  	  Then,	  register	  for	  the	  
conference	  at	  www.garid.org.	  

A	  great	  conference	  Bp	  from	  Donna	  
Flanders:	  	  There's	  no	  need	  to	  fear	  the	  
traffic	  in	  Helen;	  just	  make	  plans	  to	  take	  
an	  alternaBve	  route.	  	  If	  you	  take	  
Ga400/US19	  north,	  you	  can	  then	  use	  
Ga75Alt	  and	  avoid	  driving	  through	  the	  
downtown	  Helen	  area.  
 
Board	  Posi:ons  
You	  are	  welcome	  on	  the	  GaRID	  Board!	  	  
There	  are	  three	  Board	  posiBons	  that	  
will	  be	  up	  for	  elecBon	  at	  the	  
conference:	  	  President,	  Secretary	  and	  
Member	  at	  Large.	  	  By-‐Laws	  state	  that	  
“Board	  Members	  will	  be	  either	  Cer4fied	  
or	  Associate	  members	  in	  good	  standing	  
of	  GaRID.”	  	  Send	  nominaBons	  of	  self	  or	  
others	  to	  vicepresident@garid.org.	  	  

Editor’s Remarks 
Hello GaRID Supporters,  

Welcome to the Summer edition of our award-winning Faces 
newsletter.  GaRID was awarded the 2015 Silver Scribe Award 
which recognizes affiliate chapter newsletters for excellence.   

The Board of Directors has some wonderful news to share 
about their recent attendance at the GAD and RID conferences.  
Fast approaching is another conference—GaRID annual 
conference in October. Please find a schedule of events and 
lodging information below.

Read on to learn more about other accomplishments and 
GaRID-supported events.   
 

Bask in these final days of summer!    
 

-Holly Jackson, M.Ed., EIPA 3.6  FA
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GaRID/GAD Partnership 

Hello all!  

I am pleased to be writing to the membership about a wonderful collaboration GaRID has just 
begun. A year ago at the NAD conference in Atlanta, several GAD board members and I had a 
meeting over lunch (all good things happen over food!). This was the start of a year-long venture 
for our two organizations to better sync with each other, to include the Deaf community more 
effectively in GaRID, and to have the interpreting community more involved with GAD.  

I am happy to say this meeting started a ball rolling. Over the past year we have been discussing 
exactly how to collaborate and what we want that collaboration to look like. Taking the first step is 
the hardest because everything that comes after depends on what was done first.  We have finally 
put pen to paper and have concrete goals established.  

During the GAD conference this past June at Jekyll Island, GAD President, Dr. Frank Lala and I, 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding between our two organizations. This was an historical 
event; never before have we had a document defining our relationship. 

The event was even more special because NAD’s president, Chris Wagner and Jared Patton, the 
new State Coordinator of Deaf Services for the State of Georgia were on stage as this important 
document was signed! 

Both organizations are hoping this MOU will create a strong partnership between the Deaf 
community and the interpreting community as it represents an outward sign of what we both are 
obligated to do — enhance the ASL community at large.  

I am thoroughly excited we have this in place and I cannot wait to see how the GaRID board and 
the GAD board work together in the future. Great things are ahead for this state!!  

Humbled to be your President! 
Erin  

GAD President, Dr. 
Frank Lala, and 
GaRID President, Erin 
Salmon, signing the 
historic MOU – 
Memorandum of 
Understanding – 
between GAD and 
GaRID.  Jared Patton 
(left), new State 
Coordinator of Deaf 
Services for the State 
of Georgia, and 
Chris Wagner, (right), 
President of NAD, 
look on. 

Photo credit to Ruth 
Dubin:   



Greetings to the Interpreting Community,


The  Shaunta Renee Olson Memorial Scholarship Brunch will be held on Sept., 12th 2015 at Mary 
Mac's Tea Room at 10am and is an ongoing effort to provide individuals with an opportunity to 
pursue a career in the interpreting field. I would like to encourage you to donate (financially OR for 
the Silent Auction) to the scholarship fund while supporting the mission of NAOBI - Atlanta.


The mission of NAOBI-Atlanta is to promote excellence and empowerment among African 
Americans/Blacks to achieve a level of professionalism in the sign  language interpreting 
field where they are known as skilled credentialed and/or certified interpreters who assist others in 
achieving similar successes in a multicultural, multilingual environment.


To  purchase tickets, donate or for more information on the Shaunta Renee Olson Memorial 
Scholarship Fund please visit our website at http://www.naobiatlanta.org.


Proceeds from your support will go towards the  Shaunta Renee Olson Scholarship fund and 
awards event. You can also mail your donations (financial or Silent Auction Items) to NAOBI-
Atlanta or bring them to our monthly meetings held every 2nd Saturday, 10am until noon at the 
GACHI community center. You may also bring your items on September 12th or contact 
Nayshunda O. Burke for donation pick up.


NAOBI-ATLANTA

C/O Nadyne Curry

P. O. Box 13312


Atlanta,  Ga 30324

(Please mark donations accordingly)


Mrs. Nayshunda O. Burke 

Scholarship Committee Chairperson

SHAUNTA RENEE OLSON  

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

BRUNCH 

SAT, SEP 12TH AT 10AM

GaRID is supporting this event with a donation.  We encourage our members to participate 
in any way that they can:


http://www.naobiatlanta.org/
http://www.naobiatlanta.org/


EIPA Performance Test Pre-Registration Form  
for Georgia residents:  2015-2016 School Year 
 
Please circle your preferred testing date or dates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
City, State and Zip:  _______________________________________________________ 
 

Mobile Phone: _________________________ Email: ____________________________ 
 
Testing Fees: 
1.  Due now – Non-refundable administration fee:  $50.00 
Please mail this pre-registration form along with a check or money order made payable to 
Pioneer RESA to: 

Dr. Frank Nesbit 
Special Education Services 
Georgia Department of Education 
1870 Twin Towers East 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 
The deadline to have all paperwork and payment to the proctor is 30 days prior to the 
testing date.  Once the payment and form are received, a testing slot, if available, will be 
assigned to you, and your proctor will send you additional information about the testing 
process.  If a slot is not available on your preferred testing date, your proctor will contact you 
via email concerning future testing options.   
 
2.  Due the date of your test- $335.00 (check or credit card).  Please and make your 
personal check payable to Boys Town National Research Hospital or BTNRH.  
 
Proctor:  Dr. Frank Nesbit, Ed: K-12 
Email:   fnesbit@doe.k12.ga.us  Phone:  404-844-8741 (mobile) 

Testing Site: Atlanta Area School for the Deaf 
890 North Indian Creek Drive 
Clarkston, Georgia 30021 

Testing Dates: July 22-23,  Aug. 26-27,  Oct. 28-29,  Jan. 27-28,  March 23-24, May 18-19  
 
Testing Site: Georgia Academy for the Blind 

2895 Vineville Avenue 
Macon, Georgia 31204 

Testing Dates: Sept. 23-24,  Dec. 2-3,  Feb. 24-25,  April 27-28,  June 15-16 
 

 



GaRID at RID 

Conference  

 

New Orleans, LA 
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WE WON! WE WON! WE WON!

Congratulations to GaRID FACES for winning the 2015 Silver 

Scribe Award under the editorship of Holly Jackson.   

This award was also won in 2013 under the editorship of Hijrah 

Hamid.



EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!

Join  the  GaRID  Communications  Commi3ee  by  serving  as  Editor  of  our  
award-‐‑winning  newsle-er,  FACES.      

Just  a  li-le  bit  of  your  time  and  
creativity  is  requested.      

Support  and  training  will  be  provided.  

                 

Role:   

EDITOR 

Responsibility:  

Create FACES

Do not fear!  

Do not fret!  

If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  me  at  editor@garid.org.  I  would  love  
to  answer  any  questions  about  this  role.    I  would  love  to  put  you  at  ease  
and  help  you  recognize  how  great  you  will  be!      

We  need  YOU!  We  want  YOU!  

Thank  you, 
Holly  Jackson  
Faces  Editor

mailto:editor@garid.org
mailto:editor@garid.org


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
          

Lef$  to  right:  LaVer/e  Lowe,  Erin  Salmon,  Jeff8ey  Bigger,  Anna  McDuffie,  Donna  Flanders,  Amy  Peterson  and  Donna  Davis    

See  you  in  October  at  Unicoi  Lodge!


